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It is with a great sense of pride that I 
send this message on the occasion of the 
14th Annual District Convention of Lions 
International District 306 A1, to be held on 
the 25th May 2019 at the Marino Beach Hotel 
Colombo 03.

Every year Lions Lion Ladies & Leos 
gather at the Convention to celebrate and be 
rewarded for a dedicated service rendered 
throughout the year to make the lives of the 
less fortunate a better one. Whilst rejoicing in 
that service the District recognizes those who 
have contributed to the success of the year 
through awards to show its appreciation and as 
a source of encouragement to other Lions.

The year 2018 / 2019 has seen many 
changes in keeping with my theme “Serve 
for Change”. Clubs were encouraged to 
concentrate on Service in the areas of the five 
global causes of Hunger, Sight, Environment, 
Paediatric Cancer & Diabetes. District 
projects were kept to a minimum to encourage 
clubs to concentrate on projects that were the 
need of the community with new thinking. 
Administration and Financial Management 
were the other aspects concentrated on to 
strengthen clubs to ensure their sustainability 
for the future.

“Charity Dinner Nite with the Gypsies”, 
a very successful and enjoyable fundraiser 
was organised by the District to raise funds 
for Service projects and also to contribute to 
the main project of Districts 306 A1 & A2 the 
Camilla School.

“Camilla Day” organised by the Lion 
Ladies Committee of our district was a 
memorable one for the children as well as 
for the participants. A well organised day 
where the children showed their talents 
and enjoyed dancing to the renderings of 
Sunil Perera of Gypsies fame. I take this 
opportunity to thank all the Lions Lion 
Ladies & Leos who contributed to make 
this day the resounding success it was and 
specially to Lion Ladies Swarnamalie & 
Wasanthi for a job well done.

The District conducted successfully 
the Inter Club Lions Quiz Contest with 
the participation of clubs. Two rounds of 
competitions were held with the participation 
of clubs from the South and Colombo. The 
final of the District Contest was held on 25th 
November 2018, at Hotel Turrya, Waskaduwa 
with PIP Mahendra Amarasuriya as Chief 
Guest. The Winners Lions Club of Colombo 
Millennium won the Mahendra Amarasuriya 
Leadership Institute Trophy, while Lions club 
of Unawatuna were first runners up winning 
the District Governors Trophy and the second 
runners up Leo Lions Club of Panadura 
Central won the Trophy awarded by 1st Vice 
District Governor Lion Srilal Fernando MJF.

New Voices an initiative by International 
President Gudrun Yngvadottir, to encourage 
more female participation in the movement 
and bridge the gender parity in Membership at 
LCI by the year 2020. Each District Governor 
was requested to nominate a Lion who 
contributed towards Membership, Leadership, 

Service and Marketing & Communication. 
My nominees were Lion Ruchira Wijesuriya 
for Leadership, Lion Vajira Tilakumara for 
Membership, Lion Lady Devika Smith for 
Service and Lion Lady Shyana Jayalath for 
Marketing & Communication. Lion Lady 
Shyana Jayalath has brought great honour to 
our District 306 A1 and Sri Lanka by being 
selected as one of the four finalists for the 
International Convention to be held in Milan 
Italy. My congratulations to Lion Shyana for 
her great achievement and we wish her all 
the very best to succeed at the International 
Convention.  

To commemorate the World Women’s 
Day a very successful Women’s Day Off was 
organised by the District with the involvement 
of the New Voices and Lion Farina with 
over eighty ladies from Colombo to Galle 
participating. The importance of looking 
after one’s health, Women in Leadership past, 
present and the future was discussed by a 
panel of eminent Lady leaders in PCC Lioness 
Marcella Silva, IPDG Lioness Shyama Silva, 
and myself and the culmination of the day 
was the ladies letting their hair down and 
dancing to their hearts content ending up with 
a sumptuous lunch.

My intention this year was to ensure that all 
Lions enjoyed their Lionism, consolidating 
their membership and thereby creating a sound 
District to be handed over to the future leaders. 

The Black Easter Sunday dampened the 
spirit of our Lions in the culmination of the 
year’s celebrations. But we Lions have been 
through a thirty-year war, a Tsunami and 
have always risen to the occasion and will 
pursue our quest to make the lives of the less 
fortunate a better one.

I wish to say Thank you to all the Lions, 
Lion Ladies & Leos who contributed 
immensely to the success of this Lionistic Year 
and may they go from strength to strength 
serving the movement and our Country.

Lioness Chandani Withana MJF MAF
District Governor 2018 / 2019

“The  Lionistic Year 2018/19  has 
been  a very turbulent one for the 
people of Sri Lanka and for the Lions 
who  are representatives of the people.  
The  turbulent political situation which 
lasted around 51 days  with  a new 
government  being  elected  and  then 
changed by  a decision of the Supreme 
Court,  caused  considerable uncertainty, 
affecting all aspects of the country and 
its economy. The  terrible carnage caused 
by  the  terrorist attack on Easter Sunday  
at  three churches and three five star hotels 
was totally unexpected and devastating 
and the people of the country have yet not 
recovered from this catastrophe .

Despite  all these disruptions  the Lions 

Clubs have continued to  carry out  their  
service projects in their  respective  areas 
surrounding over 70 Clubs in District 306 
A1.  The District Governor Lion Chandani 
Withana has done her utmost to  administer 
the District  by implementing many changes 
in keeping   with  her theme for the year “ 
Serve  for Change” and  endeavoured  to 
motivate  the clubs  to carry out  relevant and 
meaningful projects through the District.

Our appreciation  is due to her  and  spouse 
Past District Governor Paddy Withana and 
the District Cabinet  for their efforts to  give 
leadership to the  District  during a  difficult 
period in the history of our organization.   

With kind regards
Yours in service

Mahendra Amarasuriya 
International President - 2007/08

I take pleasure in sending this message to 
the Lions Special Supplement - Daily Mirror. 

Let me appreciate all the Clubs for their 
valuable projects and the Past Leaders of 
our District who contributed articles for this 
publication. 

The end of the lionistic Year 2018/2019 
became a sad one for the entire nation 
with the Easter Sunday terrorist attack. It 
happened us to postpone our ceremonial 
sessions from the 04th of this month to the 
25th of May, 2019. 

We can be proud as Lions after a very 
successful year of performance with a 
large number of humanitarian projects 
which immensely benefited the less 
fortunate community in our district and 
beyond. We should appreciate the efforts 
of our District Governor Lioness Chandani 
Withana and her able team who led the 
district with passion and enthusiasm. In 
addition it is appropriate to congratulate 
the good work of the entire convention 

steering committee and the advisors who 
are ready to make a colourful convention 
tomorrow. I should make a special 
appreciation to Past District Governor 
Lion. Paddy Withana for extending me a 
great support to produce this supplement. 

We are honouring a few individuals with 
the  Most Outstanding Citizen Award - 
2019 under this year’s theme:  “Exceptional 
Contributions to the Society” - who created 
an innovative product, service or an action 
which benefited the society at large.  

We have selected three individuals this 
year and I would like to congratulate them 
for their great contribution to our motherland.

I take this opportunity to thank our 
advertisers, Wijaya Newspapers and the staff 
of Daily Mirror for the support extended to 
me in producing this supplement. 

My wife Lion Lady Wasanthi joins me 
to bring greetings and best wishes for a 
wonderful convention.  

May the Triple gem bless you all  !! 
Lion Keerthi Gunawardane

Project  Chairperson

Dear Lions,
T h a n k  y o u  f o r  a t t e n d i n g  t h e 

14th Annual Lions District 306 A1 
Convention.

When district Lions get together, 
amazing things happen. We connect 
w i t h  f r i e n d s  a n d  c e l e b r a t e  o u r 
accomplishments. We learn from each 
other and reenergize ourselves as Lions. 
We identify new goals and new ways 
to serve, which renews our sense of 
purpose and helps focus our attention on 
the challenges ahead. When Lions reach 
within their clubs, communities and 
selves, we can reach beyond the horizon 
to provide a level of service the world 

has never seen.
This convention is also a time for you 

to reflect on your personal goals as a 
Lion. It’s the perfect time to remember 
why you became a Lion and what keeps 
you coming back, year after year.

As Lions, we have accomplished 
much,  but  there is  much more to 
be done. Your participation at this 
c o n v e n t i o n  d e m o n s t r a t e s  y o u r 
recommitment to service and your 
dedication to making the world a better 
place.

I  wish you al l  the best  in your 
con t inued  e ffo r t s  t o  s e rve  your 
community and the world.

In Friendship,

Gudrun Yngvadottir
Your International President

I c e l a n d e r  G u d r u n  B j o r t 
Y n g v o d o t t i r ,  a  b i o m e d i c a l 
scientist, created history by her 
election as the first ever female 
International President  of Lions 
Clubs International, in Las Vegas, 
Nevada, in July last 
year.  S igni f ican t ly, 
yet another female - 
Visakhian - Chandani 
Withana, took the reins 
of office as the District 
Governor of District 
306 A1.   Governor 
Chandani chose as  her 
theme : “We Serve for 
Change”, and her Vision 
was : “To build a strong 
& flourishing District”. 
In the year gone by, 
she dared to drastically 
reduce the size of the District Cabinet 
to manageable proportions. Governor 
Chandani dramatically changed the 
focus from District projects to club 
projects, to enable senior Lions to 
strengthen the club base.

International President Gudrun 
chose as her theme : “ We Serve”, 
as she believes that while each 
international President  brings a 
unique perspective & expertise to 
Lions Clubs International, there has 
(and always will be) a single constant 
that unites all Lions the world over : 
Service. She pledged to stand side 

by side as we Lions strive to serve 
‘beyond the horizon.’

Against this backdrop, let us 
reflect on the joys we experience as 
a volunteer. The magic in continuing 
to serve in a Lions club, is simple. It 

is because Lions learn 
from each other. We 
all need to learn. In 
fact life is a lifetime 
of on-going learning. 
People need growth, 
we need friendship, 
and a Lions club is the 
perfect support base to 
provide these essentials. 
It provides all this and 
more. 

Everyone of us needs a 
sense of belonging. When 
you join a Lions club you 

are afforded an opportunity to walk with 
and serve the community. Life becomes 
fulfilling and meaningful. You feel 
proud of yourself and the community in 
which you serve. 

Volunteerism and the attendant 
Joys of Service, necessarily follow, 
when one serves the community, 
and the world. Satisfaction is not 
always derived from money. The 
greatest satisfaction lies in your 
opportunity to make a difference in 
someone else’s life, however small 
the assistance may be. 

When one volunteers & joins a 

Lions club, together, we can achieve 
very much more, than individually. 
This is the unleashing of synergy. You 
may be an engineer, teacher, banker, 
an entrepreneur, a retiree or whatever, 
but in a Lions club everyone stands as 
equal partners, united in a common 
cause - to serve. The reservoir of 
talent, experience and resources within 
the club, when harnessed, unleashes 
awesome synergy! The impossible, 
suddenly becomes possible!

Interestingly, studies have shown 
that those who volunteered reported 
higher levels of joy, happiness, self-
esteem, life satisfaction and even 
physical health - including lower 
levels of depression - a few years after 
volunteering. Another key factor is that 
Lions do not just dole out the money. 
They believe in working at the grass 
roots level, and consequently come 
into close contact with the recipients 
of whatever relief that is given. Does 
it therefore amaze you that the joy-
meter of the average Lion member 

is generally high? Studies have also 
revealed that those who are healthier 
and happier tend to volunteer more.

As each of us climbs the ladder of 
success, there comes a time when you 
desire to give something back to the 
community. In fact, it is often said that 
- “ Service is the rent we pay for the 
small space we occupy on this earth.”

What better way to fulfill this innate 
desire than by volunteering through a 
Lions club?

The 102 year old Lions Clubs 
International, headquartered in 
Chicago, Illinois - the largest service 
club organization in the world, 
has  plateaued at around 1.4 million 
Lions, with the magical 1.5 million 
membership eluding it for the past 
several years. The Lions movement, 
spread over 45,000 clubs in 206 
countries and geographical locations 
(more representative than the United 
Nations itself), has survived over the 
years, largely because of its resilience 
and ability to embrace change. Each 

club has the power to decide what 
it wants to do. Club members may 
identify a need in their community, 
they get together, and solve the 
problem. It boils down to : “Your club, 
your way.”

The quality and quantum of 
service by the Sri Lankan Lions has 
always been well appreciated. In 
fact, the Lions currently run several 
wel l -equipped Eye Hospi ta ls , 
approved & duly accredited by the 
Government Health Department. The 
joy one derives from assisting a poor 
patient to see clearly once again, is 
unfathomable!

The Lions of Sri Lanka have a proud 
record of service, stretching over 
61 years. It currently has a vibrant 
membership of over 15,000 Lions in 
all six Districts of MD 306 (Sri Lanka).

The focus now moves to the 
International Convention in Milan, 
Italy, July 5-9, 2019, when Dr. Jung-
Yul Choi from Busan, South Korea, 
is elected the 102nd International 

President. Dr. Choi has chosen the 
theme: “Through Diversity.” In 
District 306 A1 DG Chandani hands 
over the baton to her successor, senior 
Engineer and long-standing Lion - 
Srilal Fernando, whose theme is : 
“Catalyst in Service”.

However, in the aftermath of the 
recent gruesome Easter Sunday 
terrorist attacks, the Lions, other 
NGOs, and civil society in our 
beautiful island, must join hands and 
work together with the Executive, 
Judiciary  Legislature, the Tri-Forces, 
Police & government officials, to 
swiftly eliminate all vestiges of 
suspicion and distrust, prevalent 
within the different  rel igious 
faith’s and ethnic groups, and 
move meaningfully towards peace, 
harmony, greater understanding, and 
finally economic prosperity.

Let us all unite and assist Sri Lanka 
to stand tall and proud once again!

PCC Dr. Anver Dole

Message from The 
District Governor 
District 306 A-1 

Message from International 
President 2007/2008

Message from  The 
International President

Message from Project Chairperson - 
Newspaper Supplement 2018/2019

Eye screening & Spectacle distributionDaily Nutrition programme in Koralawella Moratuwa

The Joy of Serving 
as a Volunteer
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All lions in the District 306 A 1 are 
proud of their largest image building 
continuous project Lions Gift of Sight 
Hospital, Panadura (LGOSHP). This 

hospital has been established on a piece of land 
given on lease by the Chief Priest of Galagoda 
Viharaya. Whilst we offer our grateful thanks 
along with great merit that we ask for the blessing 
of the Nobel Triple Gem to the Chief Priest for this 
kind gesture. Our beloved past leaders to mention 
a few IP 2007/08 Mahendra Amarasuriya, PCC 
Marcella Silva, PDG Upali Jayawardena and PDG 
Abey Silva are remembered with a lot of gratitude 
and appreciation.

Since then we have come a long way with 
many obstacles and achievements thanks to all 
the lions of our District and all the patients who 
obtained services and all the sponsors who have 
helped us in numerous ways. Today we have 
reached the level of one of the best eye care 
hospitals in the whole of the Western Province. It 
is a matter of pride to all of us. 

The Hospital is managed by a Board of Trustees 
appointed by Lions Clubs International District 
306 A1 under the provisions of the Gift of Sight 
Trust Deed. The Hospital is now registered as a 
Private Hospital with the Private Health Services 
Regulatory Commission of the Ministry of Health. 
Our hospital is now regularly inspected, supervised 
and certified by the authorities. 

We are in the process of upgrading our hospital 
to a Comprehensive Eye Care Centre with 
substantial financial assistance from the Lions 
Clubs International Foundation (LCIF). We 
were in a very stable position financially and we 
managed to meet the required commitment to 
obtain this grant. 

In the process we are very soon to be equipped 
with modern machines such as Pheco Emulsifier, 
Optical Coherence Tomography, Yag Laser III 
and Auto Keratometer with Refractor Tonometer, 
Fundas Cameras, Slit Lamps, Autoclave machines 
and Indirect and Direct Ophthalmoscope. With 

these machines or units in operation, we are 
proud to mention here that we are now capable of 
handling any eye related defects or diseases such 
as screening and treating Glaucoma and Diabetic 
Retinopathy, OCT scanning machine can provide 
reports such as Macular Thickness and change 
Analysis, Guided Progression Analysis, Ganglion 
Cell Analysis and Interior Segment Analysis 
etc. These reports will help our CVR surgeons to 
treat the patients with any eye related problems. 
Pheco Emulsifier installed in the Theaters helps to 
perform Pheco Cataract Surgeries.

All the facilities and amenities are now available 
in our hospital with fully equipped operating 
theaters, OPD services including laboratory 
services such as ECG, FBS and Eye Scanning etc, 
Pharmacy, Optical Shop etc. with highly qualified 
experienced eye surgeons, medical eye doctors, 
trained and experienced nursing staff together 
with fully furnished clean and spacious wards for 
over 40 patients at times. We do both Pheco and 
ECCE surgeries and offer Foldable and Large 
Optic Lenses to patients at their request for the 
government approved prices. The entire hospital 
premise has now been beautifully landscaped and 
it had been given a new facelift. We are planning to 
provide four air conditioned rooms with attached 
toilets for those patients who can afford to pay for 
more comfortable treatment. 

In order to maintain and provide all these 
services, benefits and comforts, we need sponsors. 
Ours is the largest voluntary service organization 
in the world and all the lions are service minded 
people. The public and the lions can support this 
immeasurable meritorious humanitarian service by 
way of donating medical equipment, tools, hospital 
furniture etc. and above all by sponsoring cataract 
operations for the needy people in the society. I 
would like to mention here a few Lions Clubs in 
the District who have sponsored large number of 
cataract operations with funds from their friends 
overseas. We thank all of them for their kind 
gesture. We draw the kind attention of all other 

Lions Clubs in the District to support our efforts 
to serve the needy people by attending to their eye 
related problems free of charge. At this juncture 
we would like to remind the great assistance 
extended to the hospital by Dr. Amila Silva who 
is a medical practitioner in America, a son of late 
Past District Governor Oswin Silva. We thank him 
for all the contributions he made in all ways. We 
solicit financial and any other support to carry out 
this Image Building Continuous Service Project of 
the District to serve more and more people in the 
society.

Our hospital conducts diabetes clinics on 
every Monday and Wednesday mornings to 
identify Glaucoma and retinopathy patients and 
refer these patients to our Eye Medical Officers 
for further treatment. We conduct outreach Eye 
Camps in rural remote areas and also in schools 
on our own as well as on requests made by the 
Lions Clubs. The Mobile Team of the hospital 
conducts at least two camps in schools every 
month for low- vision students and provides 
eye glasses on refraction. The Students with 
childhood eye diseases, squint amblyopia and 
those who need specialist’s treatment are referred 
to our consultants for further treatment. The 
Students whose parents cannot afford are given 
spectacles by our hospital free of charge. 

Our hospital needs funds to continue these 
invaluable humanitarian services in eye-related 
diseases to the poor and the needy patients who 
cannot afford to meet the cost. As the hospital 
now operates all seven days of the week, there 
is no delay in attending to the patients and 
this gives great relief to those who have to 
wait for long to get these services from other 
institutions. In order  to offer more and more 
free cataract surgeries the management of the 
hospital seeks financial assistance from our 
own Lions, generous donors, private and state 
sector companies under their CSR programmes, 
private and public institutions, establishments, 
individuals and well-wishers.

The Lions Gift of Sight  
Eye Hospital, Panadura   

Millions worth of 
projects in 2018-2019



Friday 24th May, 2019

Millions worth of projects in 2018-2019

3



Lions Clubs International
District 306 A 1- Sri Lanka

14th Annual District Convention

Saturday 25th May 2019

“We Served For Change”

Friday 24th May, 2019
4

Printed and published by Wijeya Newspapers Ltd. on Friday 24 May, 2019 at No. 8, Hunupitiya Cross Road, Colombo 02.

M. R. Lattif had his 
primary education 
at Carey College 

and secondary education 
at  Royal College, 
Colombo. He was a 
Rugby and Hockey player 
at school. 

He is an Alumnus of 
The Near East and South 
Asia (NESA) Centre 
for Strategic Studies, 
of the National Defence University - 
Washington, DC., USA,University of 
Colombo,  and National Institute of 
Higher Studies of Security and Justice 
(INHESJ) and Directorate for Security 
and Defence Cooperation (DCSD, MEAE) 
of France. 

He joined the Sri Lanka Police as a 
Sub-Inspector in 1979 and was promoted 
to  Assistant Director, Deputy Director 
and Director of Counter Terrorism,   
National Intelligence Bureau (NIB), State 
Intelligence Service  (SIS)   (formerly 
Directorate of Internal Intelligence 
(DII). Specialized in Handling National 
and International Counterterrorism and 
Transnational Organized Crime of Police.

During his service at the Sri Lanka 
Police he served as the First Secretary -
n to Embassy of Sri Lanka in Paris, 

France   
n Embassy of Sri Lanka in Bangkok, 

Thailand   
n Sri Lanka High Commission in London, 

UK.
He has over 40 

years of experience in 
policing and law and 
order, and security 
operations against crime, 
organized crime and 
narcotics, and post-
conflict de-radicalization 
of extremist youth. 
Extensive experience 
in national and 

international and intelligence gathering 
and analysis, and in domestic and global 
counterterrorism and protective security 
operations. Competency to handle any 
security-related programme of any 
magnitude, and provide leadership in 
human resources development and 
management, to achieve maximum 
efficiency and productivity.

During his career he has served in 
various capacities at the Sri Lanka Police.  
n Assumed command of Special Task 

Force (STF), the elite para – military 
organization of the Sri Lanka Police, 
n Is a pioneer member of STF since 

5February 1984, and trained on 
counter revolutionary and counter 
terrorism warfare and protective 
security operations, by Keeni Meeni 
Services (KMS) [which comprised 
Counter Terrorism Specialists from 
the legendary British Commando 
Regiment of Special Air Services 
(SAS)]. 

Deputy Inspector General of Police 
- Logistics, Recruitment,   Training and 
Examinations Range, Executive Director 
-   National Police Academy - Sri Lanka.

The award recipients special 
capabilities in this area is so exceptional 
and because of his great contribution he 
was honoured with numerous AWARDS 
AND MEDALS, by the Sri Lanka Police 
and the President of Sri Lanka,  
including :

Sri Lanka Police Weeratha 
Padakkama – Inspector General of 
Police’s Award for brave performance 
of duties.

 Commendation for Narcotics 
Prevention, Eradication and Control,

by the Sri Lanka Police and the 
President of Sri Lanka.

He was finally given an extension 
to serve the Sri Lanka Police, even 
after his retirement as the SENIOR 
DEPUTY INSPECTOR GENERAL OF 
POLICE – CRIMES, ORGANIZED 
CRIMES AND NARCOTICS RANGE,  AND 
COMMANDANT - SPECIAL TASK FORCE 
(SRI LANKA POLICE).

The Lions have decided to honour 
this special personality with the 
MOST OUTSTANDING CITIZEN 
AWARD under this year’s theme – 
“EXCEPTIONAL CONTRIBUTIONS 
TO SOCIETY”, mainly to appreciate 
his great contribution in eradicating 
drugs from our mother land and 
safeguarding our youth.

Tharushi Vidushika 
Rajapakse is probably 
the youngest individual 

to receive the Most 
Outstanding Citizen award 
from Lions Clubs International 
District 306 A-1.

She is a 18 year old 
student from  Sumana 
Balika Vidyalaya, Ratnapura, 
studying in the Arts stream for 
the G.C.E. (Advanced Level) 
examination.

Her father is the owner of a small repair shop and she 
was in the habit of  helping him and assisting him, when he 
repairs vehicles. Her father too is an innovative person who 
has won medals at the Sri Lanka Inventors Commission, 
Sahasak Nimavum.

Following the foot steps of her father, Tharushi, also 
started experimenting and producing many creative and 
innovative products. She applied for the Sahasak Nimavum 
competition and submitted a few innovative entries last year.  
Her submission of the clock which can read the Rahu Kalaya 
and Easy Food Pack, both won gold medals.

She was selected by the Sri Lanka Inventors Commission 
to participate at the Geneva International Inventors 
competition this year. 

She developed an innovative environment-friendly product 
to minimise/eliminate the use of polythene (commonly 
referred to as lunch sheets). Her product is called  ‘Easy Food 
Pack’, which is reusable and enables the packed food to be 
preserved for a longer period of time.    

Lions Clubs International District 306 A-1 is always 
encouraging the youth to be creative and innovative. To 
appreciate and encourage our youth, Tharushi, is selected for 
the Most Outstanding Citizen Award under this year’s theme - 
“EXCEPTIONAL CONTRIBUTIONS TO SOCIETY”   

Nanda Wanninayaka 
hails from a rural village 
50 miles away from 

Anuradhapura.  He realised 
the competitive disadvantage 
of rural students was the lack 
of English skills and the low 
levels of infrastructure which 
discouraged business investment.  
He filled this void by creating 
a parallel system through the 
Horizon Lanka Foundation www.
horizonlanka.org which he founded in his own 
rural village, Mahawilachchiya, 20 years ago. 

 His model relies on innovative teaching 
methods that combine English with computer-
skills training, and the simultaneous development 
of community-wide Internet connectivity. 
Extensively deploying local and foreign 
volunteers’ contribution is the key to the success 
of his low-cost educational model that could be 
replicated anywhere, even under a tree, exactly 
like how ‘Horizon Lanka’ was born in 1998.

He transformed his village into an 
“e-village,” equipping it with household 
computers and free, unlimited Internet access 
even as early as 2004. Using a combination of 
soft loans, subsidies and gifts, he has provided 
over 400 computers and 100 tabs, laptops, etc. 
over the last 20 years to families and public 
schools in the area. These were connected to 
the Internet via an affordable “mesh” Wi-Fi 
internet network technology in 2006, 10 years 
before the government provided limited free 
Wi-Fi to urban hotspots in Sri Lanka.

He further went to the extent of convincing a 
leading blue-chip company to start a Business 
Process Operation (BPO) in the village and now 
the successful model is being replicated in other 
villages too. 

He was a visionary leader to create such a 
powerful model that has attracted the attention 

of not only local communities & 
the national government, but also 
the national and international 
business community, and multi-
lateral institutions.

Currently the Horizon Lanka 
Foundation has branched 
out to 5 rural villages in 3 
districts in 3 provinces in Sri 
Lanka by launching 5 Horizon 
Academies to Sinhalese, Tamil 
and Muslim communities. 

Nanda has introduced a franchise system that 
enables anybody to purchase Horizon Academy 
franchises and run them with the same quality 
standards of the initial 7 Horizon Academies 
that are already running. The royalty fee coming 
from the new franchises will sustain the existing 
academies.

His tagline for the Horizon Academy is – 
“The Edutainment Academy of Sri Lanka.” All 
disciplines are imparted to the students using 
a lot of entertainment during mostly outdoor 
classroom activities. Due to his tireless efforts his 
students have qualified as Doctors, Engineers,  
IT specialists, Teachers and become successful 
people in society.  

This recipients innovative out-of-the-box 
thinking enlightened the Mahawilachchiya 
village and he has replicated this model  around 
Mahawilachchiya at Thantirimale, Ralapanawa, 
Ukkulankulama and Dutuwewa. This model was 
extended to Jaffna - Maniyanthotam, Nuwara 
Eliya - Kirimatiya Estate, Kandy - Udadeltota and 
Ampara - Panama. 

We as lions seriously believe is supporting the 
less fortunate in society and this award recipient 
has done the same over two decades and still 
continue to do so and we have no hesitation 
in recognising him with the Most Outstanding 
Citizen Award under this year’s theme - 
EXCEPTIONAL CONTRIBUTIONS TO SOCIETY’  

DIG  M.R.Lattif

Nanda Wanninayaka 
Tharushi Vidushika 

Rajapakse
“EXCEPTIONAL CONTRIBUTIONS TO SOCIETY” 

Most Outstanding Citizen - 2019
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